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One-sided accomplice as a social phenomenon is a common sense in the criminal 
law area. However, it is not clearly defined in domestic criminal law and there exists 
different standpoints about what an accomplice is. Also, there are controversies as to 
how to attribute one-sided accomplice. By analyzing the cases, this article 
demonstrates that one-sided accomplice is a special form of complicity, theoretically 
and practically. On the basis of that, this article also discusses the constituent elements, 
existing scope and criminal responsibility of one-sided accomplice. 
    This article is divided into 5 chapters.  
Chapter One introduces the concept of one-sided accomplice. To define 
one-sided accomplice and know about its nature is the basis of understanding 
one-sided accomplice correctly. The present chapter analyzes the rationality of the 
word of “one-sided accomplice” and gives the definition by analyzing three cases. In 
addition, it explains the affirmation and negation of one-sided accomplice and points 
out that one-sided accomplice is a special form of complicity. It finally introduces the 
overseas and domestic legislative status of one-sided accomplice. 
    Chapter Two presents the foundation of establishing one-sided accomplice theory. 
This chapter analyzes the theoretical background for the existence of one-sided 
accomplice according to the general rules of philosophy and the legal principles of 
criminal law and punishment. Also, it puts forward the practical foundation of 
one-sided accomplice through the requirements of judicial practice and then gives the 
reason for the existence of one-sided accomplice.  
    Chapter Three focuses on the constituent elements of one-sided accomplice. By 
analyzing the constituent elements of one-sided accomplice from the three aspects, 
namely, subject, subjectivity and objectivity. This chapter demonstrates that one-sided 
accomplice conforms to the principle of the unity of subjectivity and objectivity, 
which is in line with the modified criminal composition. 
    Chapter Four defines the existing scope of one-sided accomplice. This chapter 
analyzes the three existing forms of one-sided executor, one-sided accessory and 
one-sided instigator from the requirements of subjectivity, objectivity, consequence 














    Chapter Five discusses the criminal responsibility of one-sided accomplice. How 
to evaluate the behavior of one-sided accomplice according to the criminal law is our 
ultimate purpose of discussing one-sided accomplice. This chapter analyzes the 
criminal responsibility of one-sided accomplice from the evidence and principle of 
punishment and ways of assuming responsibilities. 
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